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IN THE CLAIMS 
Claim 1-12. (withdrawn) 

Claim 13. (currently amended) A transparent data path architecture for an oorical- 
electrical-optical (OEQ} switch comprising: 

means to recover a data rate from an incoming serial signal; 

means to monitor signal quality of the incoming signal using an ingress CDR to 
monitor data eve opening and using a Performance Monitoring Module to monitor laver 
1 overhead of the incoming signal; 

means to provide data integrity across the transparent switching fabric: and 

Th e transpa re nt data archit e cture as defin e d in c l aim 1 having means to provide 
line loopback of a signal having undergone re-shaping, re-amplification and re-shaping 
in a clock data recovery unit. 

Claim 14. (currently amended) A transparent data path architecture for an optical- 

electrical-optical fOECfl switch comprising: 

means t o recover a data rate from an incoming serial sig nal: 

means to monitor signal quality of the incoming signal using an ingress CDR to 

monitor data eye opening and using a Performance Monitoring Module to monitor laver 

1 overhead of the incoming signal: 

means to provide data integrity across the transparent switching fabric: and 
Th e transparent data architecture? as d e fined in claim 1 having means to provide 

loopback functionality wherein a signal is looped back through either the an active 

switching fabric plane or tfte a back-up switching fabric plane. 

Claims 15-18, (withdrawn) 
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